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had been easy to arrive at decisions at these meetings. Ministers
had, indeed, loyally accepted the decisions arrived at, and had
done their best to induce their supporters in the Council to do
likewise. But there had not unnaturally been left in their minds
and in the minds of many members.of the Legislative Council
a feeling of helplessness, and consequent irritation. It was
natural that, in such'circumstances, men from whom much was
expected by their supporters, should have no difficulty in persuad-
ing themselves or their following, that, if only they had full
control all would be well. The result had been to retard to some
extent in the minds of .Ministers and to a greater extent in the
mind of the Legislative Council, the growth of a sense of respon-
sibility, which the 'separate purseJ system by defining financial
as well as administrative responsibilities, would have directly
tetded to foster. Though it was not certain that the Ministers
desired an alteration of the present procedure, yet considering the
clear advantages of a system under which a definite proportion of
the revenues of the province from sources now existing would be
allocated to each half of the Government, each being left to meet
such needs as could not be supplied by the expansion of the exist-
ing resources by fresh taxation, the Government advocated such
modifications in the existing Devolution Rules as would enable
the substitution of the 'separate' for the 'joint' purse.
39. The following statement shows in broad outline the alloca-
tion of funds year after year to the reserved and transferred de-
partments since the introduction of the Eeforms in 1921-22.
Although there have been extensive redistributions of subjects
among the reserved departments, yet the general line of boundary
between reserved and transferred subjects has remained intact;
hence it is possible to trace in the statement a gradual increase
in the yearly allocations to transferred subjects. It will be
observed that Trliile expenditure on transferred subjects has
increased by 67-51 per cent in the eight years, the expenditure
on reserved subjects has risen only by 9-91 per cent. It is neces-
, sary to point out, however, that there are numerous departments
pn either side which do work for both sides, and that it is not
possible to arrive at any exact distribution of expenditure between
the two. To t%^e a few instances, there is a large part of the staff
concerned with the general administration which serves all de-
partments. The pay of Ministers who are in charge of transferred
departments was till 1924-25 shown as reserved. The buildings
relating to reserved departments come under Public Works
(Transferred). There are other charges which are common to both
reserved and transferred departments although the budget shows
them as reserved, such as " interest on debtt repayment of loans,
superannuation allowances and pensions and printing."